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which indicated that although pressure was put on Gaeth in the name of the first presidency, a member of the first presidency had not been consulted. Gaeth's boss at this time, the manager of KSL, was Ivor Sharp, who is J. Reuben Clark's son-in-law.
Footnote on the Deseret News
This is one of the most remarkable newspapers ever printed anywhere ; I know nothing like it except, possibly, the old Denver Post. It has existed since 1850, and is the official church paper, supposedly reaching Mormons not merely in Utah, but everywhere in the United States. Yet its circulation is only forty thousand daily, in a region where it could reach at least five hundred thousand readers. For many years it had an annual deficit, and it is apparently disliked by many in the community; in fact I was told that a petition demanding a change in its editorial policy would get fifty thousand signers.
The Deseret News is, of course, dominated (through Petcrsen) by Clark, It carries no liquor or tobacco advertisements; it is full of news of genealogy; it prints nothing against morals. It was violently isolationist before Pearl Harbor, and I was told that for three solid years, 1942 to 1945, it scarcely printed a single editorial attacking Hitler or Nazism, though it denounced Roosevelt scores of times. The only columnists it publishes are Pegler, Rukeyser, and Sokolsky, and when I asked President Smith why its columns were dosed to Walter Lippmann, Dorothy Thompson, and Samuel Graf ton among others (who after all are not Communists), the aged head of the church looked bewildered. Then his explanation of the paper's policy was that "the church owns it, but people on the staff have their voice" (that is, Reuben Clark's voice), and that "it didn't want to get embroiled in the rest of the world/'
Any of* a hundred Deseret News editorials will show quickly the paper's slant, tone, and method. I choose one from the issue of July 23, 1945:
POISONED VOTE   BAIT
The plain, unadulterated bunk that is being peddled today by so-called responsible men in government to the effect that Congress must pass legislation that will provide jobs for all, is simply sickening. Congress might pass an emergency measure that would employ everybody for a few months or a year or two, but neither Congress nor the government has a dime to employ anybody until it first takes it away from the people in taxes . . .
Hitler's Germany would be a kindergarten compared with the tyranny that would develop in any country that provided jobs for all ...